PRQIECT MEMO

The judges considered the rigour of the proposal a
nd the degree of the devel opnent to be the key str
engths of this project.

DESCRI PTI ON
The project addresses the renodelling of the Arnau
Theatre, standing on Barcelona’s Aveni da del Para
| -lel, in order to create a new ground fl oor space
for dramatic arts as well as a drama and dance sc
hool, thereby addi ng a sense of density to the bui
|ding with a programme that allows the two uses to
nmer ge.
The buil ding has been closed to the public for ove
r ten years and is in a severe state of disrepair.
In addition, its internal geonetry nade up of a |
abyrinth of small spaces neans that it fails to co
nply with current legislation in terns of accessib

ility.

The intention is therefore to denolish the entire

bui I ding, leaving only the main facade standing du
e tothe fact that it is an instantly-recogni sabl e

| andmar k. This facade would therefore act as an a
rticulating elenent for the entire project, fromw
hich a prismshaped volume woul d energe, setting i
t apart fromthe site perineter. The idea is to cr
eate a nore slender construction, whereby the enti
re progranme woul d be oriented outwards and theref
ore receive natural 1ight.

The | arge wi ndows establish a stronger |ink betwee
n the interior and exterior, setting the building

apart fromthe nore donestic-style architecture th
at surrounds it. In addition, the section work all
ows for added height in those spaces that require

it, thereby drawing attention to visual aspects.

CONSTRUCTI NG W TH CERAM C TI LES
Due to the specific features of this site, charact
erised by its three street-facing facades, and the



need to separate it fromthe boundary wall, the u
pper prismboasts a feature that is uncommon in th
e surroundi ng area, nanely that of the free-standi
ng building. The solution created for the four fag
ades therefore forns a key elenent in this project.

The use of ceramc tiles as cladding is a bold dec
ision. Its highly versatile nature allows for a ra
nge of solutions that can adapt to the requirenent
s of the interior programme, yet it is also possib
le to use a single finish for all the pieces, ther
eby creating a single sense and i mage of continuity

Three different pieces have been used

1. Extruded gl azed pieces with a 26.9 x 10 cmdi a
nond- shaped base and a hei ght of between 100 and 1
15 cmarranged to forma latticework design. They
are laid in such a way as to provide a shield from

direct sunlight, although they do allow diffuse a
nd uniformlight to filter through, preventing any

maj or contrasts and creating the ideal conditions

for a dance studio.

2. 50 x 30 x 3.6 cmextruded gl azed pi eces featur
i ng 10 undul ating grooves on the upper side. The g
rooved finish creates a texture that contrasts wt
h the snooth finish of the original facade. The fa
ct that they are used on the facades that receive
t he nost sunlight also prevents excessive reflecti
on.

3. 50 x 35 x 2.5 cmgl azed pieces wth a snooth f
i nish, used to trace the lines of the floor slabs,

t hereby conferring a sense of scale on the buildi
ng. They are used on the rear facade, which does n
ot receive direct sunlight.

The latter two pieces formthe finish for a ventila
ted facade.

The appearance created by the ceramic tiles all ows
the building to blend into its setting within the
city’s historic quarter. Qher factors that contr

| buted to the decision to opt for this solution in

clude their resistance and durability, as well as



their | ow mai ntenance requi renents and sust ai nabl e
nat ure.



